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FROM THE EDITORSȭ DESK 

Welcome to the July edition of the Knebworth Parish News, and welcome back to the printed 

version.  While we wait for the latest Government advice on what is allowed to open, almost all of 

our regular contributors have sent in articles to keep us updated on future plans or how they are 

continuing to operate online. 

WELCOME BACK 

We are very pleased to be able to print and distribute the Parish News again and are sorry we have 

not been able to publish in print, but hope many of you were able to access the online editions for 

the past three months.  We would like to let all subscribers know that they will be credited for these 

months when the subscription renewal comes around. 

Penny, Church Administrator. 

 

KNEBWORTH FAMILY OF CHURCHES 

In these difficult times, as we continue with lockdown, shielding, social 

distancing and the like, the Knebworth Family of Churches is keeping a 

careful watch as to what extent we can return to some degree of normality 

(whatever that may mean) in the coming months.  

At the moment, the monthly Coffee Mornings are total non-starters, but it is still possible to order 

Fair Trade products directly from David Smith at 01438 721942. David is able to deliver and can 

ÔÁËÅ ÃÈÅÑÕÅÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ Ȭ"ÒÏÁÄ×ÁÔÅÒ &ÁÉÒ 4ÒÁÄÅȭȢ (Å ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ &ÏÏÄ 3ÈÁÃË ×ÉÔÈ 

donations of Fair Trade products that he has received. 

The annual joint Christian Aid/KFC Coffee Morning is scheduled for Saturday, 17th October; 

ÈÏÐÅÆÕÌÌÙȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎ 3Ô -ÁÒÔÉÎȭÓ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ #ÅÎÔÒÅȢ 

The Taize service planned for Sunday 19th July is unlikely to take place but we remain hopeful that 

the one at St Thomas More on Sunday 20th September will be able to go ahead. 

Meanwhile, our various denominations are providing access to Sunday Services, some locally by 

ÔÈÉÓ ÎÅ× ÐÈÅÎÏÍÅÎÏÎ Ȱ:ÏÏÍȱȟ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ 9ÏÕ4ÕÂÅ ÏÒ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȢ 

A date for the KFC Annual General Meeting is still to be determined; it is usually held in September 

or early October and we will let you know about this nearer the time. 

Finally, remember that our local churches are now open for private individual prayer, although 

there may be occasional restrictions because of mixed use of the building. The times when the 

buildings are to be opened need to be checked as these are limited due to the obligation to have 

them stewarded. 

If you would like any more information, you can contact me on johnwhittle@cleworth.plus.com  or 

on 1438 813517 

John Whittle  

Secretary: The Knebworth Family of Churches 
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Church of England 

Vision:  A Church at the heart of the community with 
a heart for Jesus, the community and each other. 
Website: www.knebworthparishchurch.co.uk 

Email: knebworthparishchurch@gmail.com 
 
 

Following the Church of England guidelines  
and government restrictions, we have had to suspend  
all services in church until th e coronavirus situation  

allows us to hold services in church again.   
 
 

However, every Sunday normally at 10am, we are having a service 
 mainly via Zoom.  If anyone would like to join us, please contact 
knebworthparishchurch@gmail.com and we will send you the  

ID details for the Zoom service. 
 

Also we are now allowed to open for private prayer  and this will be on  
 

Tuesdays 2-4pm 
Thursday 9.30-11.30am 

 
Revd Jim Pye and Melanie Pye will be in attendance  

 
These are the Readings for July if you wish to read them at home. 

 
READINGS 

 

3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ 2020  3ÔȢ -ÁÒÔÉÎȭÓ 

3ÁÍÅ ÁÓ 3Ô -ÁÒÔÉÎȭÓ 
Or 

Romans 8: 18-23 
Luke 6: 36-42 

5 July 
Trinity 4  

Romans 7.15ɀ25a 
Matthew 11.16ɀ19, 25ɀ30 

Psalm 60 
2 Samuel 7: 18-29 

Luke 20:1-8 

12 July 
Trinity 5  

Romans 8: 1-11 
Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 

Romans 8: 12-25 
Matthew 13: 24-3, 36-43 

19 July 
Trinity 6  

Romans 8: 12-25 
Matthew 13: 24-3, 36-43 

Psalm 75 
1 Kings 6:11-14, 23-38 

Acts 12: 1-17 

26 July 
Trinity 7  

Romans 8: 26-39 
Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 

Romans 9: 1-5 
Matthew 14: 13-21 

2 August 
Trinity 8  

Romans 9: 1-5 
Matthew 14: 13-21 
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ST MARYȭS AND ST MARTINȭS KNEBWORTH 

In recent weeks we have seen the brutal murder of George Floyd, and the subsequent 

demonstrations in the USA and here (and no doubt other places).  )Ô ÉÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÁÃÉÓÍ ÉÓ ÕÎËÎÏ×Îȟ 

but we have seldom seen the cold blooded disregard for life being filmed, and no-one doing 

anything about it.  ȰÂÌÁÃË ÌÉÖÅÓ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȱȢ  !ÂÓÏÌÕÔÅÌÙ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏȦ  ,ÉËÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ) ËÎÏ×ȟ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÁÙ 

)ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÒÁÃÉÓÔȢ  (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÏÕÒ society is.  Whether we like it or not, people of colour are not always or 

often treated the same.  That means that we are unlikely to be as squeaky clean as we would like to 

think , because we each have a part in shaping our society.  Even if we are not overtly racist, we may 

ÈÁÖÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÂÌÉÎÄ ÓÐÏÔÓȣ   

When I first began taking funerals in this village, I had to ask people whether it was alright for me to 

ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÏÖÅÄ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌȟ ÁÓ ) ×ÁÓ Á ×ÏÍÁÎȢ  It seemed normal then.  It seems shocking now. 

I donȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ×ÁÔÃÈ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄȭÓ 0ÅÎÔÅÃÏÓÔ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ.  I was struck 

by the inclusion.  The people taking part had all tones and shades of skin, but what struck me most 

was a young person reading the beautiful words of Psalm 139, which talks about God watching as 

×Å ÁÒÅ ÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ×ÏÍÂÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÕÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÆÅÁÒÆÕÌÌÙ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌÌÙ ÍÁÄÅȢ  4ÈÅ 

wonderfully made young lady reading it happens to live with Downs Syndrome.  It was a powerful 

statement, because 90% of babies diagnosed as having that particular extra chromosome ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ 

ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅȢ  4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ intended to be a ÊÕÄÇÅÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔȟ ÉÔȭÓ simply a fact.  A 

statistic. 

During the early stages of the Coronavirus pandemic, we were reassured that those who were most 

likely to die from Covid-19 were the elderly or those with underlying health conditions.  Ȱ4ÈÅ 

ÖÕÌÎÅÒÁÂÌÅȱȢ  4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÁÌÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÅÎȢ  0ÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÏÖÅÒ χπ ÏÒ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȢ  ) 

know that many people felt diminished by being labelled, felt that their lives were somehow less 

important  to the country ÁÎÄ ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÓÕÄÄÅÎÌÙ ȰÖÕÌÎÅÒÁÂÌÅȱ. 

People who live with violence are often told that they are the problem.  They must be doing 

ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÁÎÎÏÙȣ  )ÔȭÓ ÁÓ ÉÆ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÍÁÔÔer. 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÔÒÕÅ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÂÕÓÅÒ ÉÓ Á ȰÐÉÌÌÁÒ ÏÆ 

ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȱȟ Á ÄÏÃÔÏÒȟ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÏÒȟ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÆÏÒÂÉÄȟ Á ÃÌÅÒÇÙ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȢ  4ÈÅ ÐÁÎÄÅÍÉÃ ÈÁÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓ 

lives even harder. 

Every life matters. 7Å ÁÌÌ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȢ  7Å ÁÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÕÒ ÂÌÉÎÄ ÓÐÏÔÓ ÔÏÏȢ )ÔȭÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÅÁÓÉÅÒ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ 

others than in ourselves of course, as Jesus said, but perhaps these recent events might encourage 

us to be a little more honest with ourselves, or to kindly challenge our 

fri ends/acquaintances/family when we notice racism, sexism, homophobia, Islamophobia, or any 

ÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÁÙÓ ÏÆ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ȰÌÅÓÓȱȣ  Remember Ȱ4ÈÅ only  thing  necessary for  the 

triumph  of evil  is for  good men to do ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇȢȱ (John Stuart  Mills,  1867)   

Finally, if you read a newspaper, really notice how they talk about sections of the population.  Are 

ÙÏÕ ÃÏÍÆÏÒÔÁÂÌÅȩ  )Æ ÎÏÔȟ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒȦ  7Å ÆÏÒÍ ÏÕÒ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȣȢ 

Canon Jane Hatton 

================================================================= 

With my Link Up hat on, it is 40 years since Link Up started. 

I hope to put an article together, so if anyone has any memories I would be glad 

to receive them. 

Kathy Cole (kathycole52@gmail.com) 
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TRINITY CHURCH 
Methodist/United Reformed. Park Lane, Knebworth, SG3 6PD 

Tel: 01438 210321 

Website: www.trinitychurchknebworth.org.uk  

Ȱ9ÏÕȭÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÓÔÁÙÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÁÇÁÉÎȦȱ 7ÉÔÈ Á ÐÌÁÉÎÔÉÖÅ ÍÅÏ×ȟ ÍÙ ÃÁÔ *ÁÓÍÉÎÅ ÌÅÁÐÔ ÌÉÇÈÔÌÙ ÏÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÍ ÏÆ 
my chair. Her gentle head butts were her way of reassuring me that the world really was OK. How 
do you explain lock-down to a cat? Every time I sat in my big armchair she thought it was an 
invitation for extra strokes and cuddles. Not a recipe for relaxation, or for writing. I must admit she 
had been a star when I had to do the flea treatment. I pinned her against the patio door while I knelt 
and gripped her with my knees. This left my hands free to administer the solution ɀ with little 
complaint. Normally it takes me and a neighbour to complete the process. I had switched to a six 
ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ ÉÎÊÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÔÓ ÂÕÔ ×ÁÓ ÔÏÌÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÁÓ ÅÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÙ ÔÒÅÁÔÍent at the Great 
Ashby Hospital. Another endearing trait is the hard stare Jasmine gives me when I eat an illicit jam 

sandwich. My weight management plan at the surgery has been suspended, nor do I have any 
scales, so the cat helps my conscience! 

Recently I was involved with my neighbour's chickens. He had an unplanned overnight stay in 
hospital, so I volunteered to deal with the animals. There were only two chickens but they resisted 
my attempts to get them in the coop. At one point I was chasing them around the living room. 
&ÉÎÁÌÌÙ ) ÓÐÏËÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Ô×Ï ÄÏÇÓȟ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ Ȱ) ÎÅÅÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÌÐ ÈÅÒÅȱȢ /ÎÅ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙ ÌÁÙ ÎÏÓÅ ÄÏ×Î ÁÎÄ 
edged the bird towards the door. I then learnt to close the coop behind one chicken at a time as the 
first bird wandered out again. I was praying for St Francis' help ɀ I think God has a sense of 
humour!  

My daughter, Helena, had an unusual visitor in her Irish garden this week. She identified it as a 
zebra finch, normally kept as a pet caged bird, one of a pair. After inquiries on Facebook, the 
probable owner was happy to let Helena keep the bird, which by now had a proper cage and food. 
They put him in a spare room, away from the cats. They could hear him trilling in time to the music 
ɀ it was Vivaldi's the Goldfinch! 

Helena is convinced this little bird was sent as a special gift at a time of bereavement in the family. 
God has many ways of drawing close ɀ all we have to do is ask. 

Rosie Berry, an Elder at Trinity 

KNEBWORTH COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

The Summer Reading Challenge is back!  This year, the Summer 

2ÅÁÄÉÎÇ #ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅȭÓ 3ÉÌÌÙ 3ÑÕÁÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÆÕÎÎÙ ÂÏÏËÓȟ 

happiness and laughter.  Children taking part in the Challenge 

will join the Silly Squad, an adventurous team of animals who 

love to have a laugh and get stuck into all sorts of funny books. It 

will be taking place online, so once you have signed up at 

sillysquad.org.uk you can record the books you have read to 

unlock badges and fun activities.  WÅȭÄ ÌÏÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ 

yourself to read 6 books but you can set your own target, and 

this year you can read absolutely anything ɀ from ebooks and audiobooks on BorrowBox to books 

ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÔ ÈÏÍÅȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÉÄÅÁÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ has a Book Sorter where 

you can find suggestions of new books to read.  As usual the Challenge is aimed at 4 to 11 year olds.   

4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÂ-site but if you have other questions please email 

knebworthlibraryvolunteers@gmail.com or find us on Facebook (Knebworth Community Library). 



Knebworth Parish News July 2020 ɀ Page 5 

KNEBWORTH SCHOOL 
 
Just like other schools around the country, Knebworth School has been closed 
to the majority  of children since 23rd March.  However, we have been open for 
our key worker  children and more recently have opened to children in Nursery, 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 as per government guidelines.  This article aims to 
give you an insight into life in school for our Key Worker children.   
 
Being at school by Candela  
When I first came to school on the third day of quarantine I felt really nervous 

because I knew that none of my friends were going to come and I would be lonely.  Throughout the 
weeks I got to know everybody there and made lots of new friends from all around the school.  
Since then we have all done many activities together like: worry dolls, learning about space, marble 
runs and loads more.  My favourite activity so far has been learning about space because I really 
like learning new things and exploring different places.  Learning about space has taught me lots of 
things.  &ÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ) ÌÅÁÒÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÎ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÂÉÇÇÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ stars it just looks like that because it 
is closer to Earth. 
 
Being at school by Aaron  
We made worry dolls just in case we were worried.  One of my favorites was making a bridge out of 
spaghetti - it held a flash bottle and hand sanitizer.  We have more playtime which is more fun than 
usual.  It is strange not being in my class and not seeing my friends and teacher.  It has been weird 
learning with different years like reception 1 2 3 5 6. 
 
Words to describe being in the key worker group from the children in the group are as follows: fun, 
safe, excited, weird , different and welcoming.  The younger children also said it  was nice being able 
to learn from the older children within  their  key worker  bubble.  

By The Knebworth Key Worker Bubble  
Soul Space 

For the last few years, Reverend Jane Hatton, one of our Governors, has brought a team of 

volunteers into school for a couple of days in July.  4ÈÅÙ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÁÒÅÁ ÉÎÔÏ Ȱ3ÏÕÌ 3ÐÁÃÅȱ 

and the children get really excited as they see it being prepared.  Each child in KS2 gets the 

opportunity to sit in a quiet space and reflect, or to thÉÎË ȰÏÕÔ×ÁÒÄÓȱ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÎÅÅÄÓȢ  There are 

ÁÌÓÏ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎË ȰÉÎ×ÁÒÄÓȱ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇȟ ÏÒ ȰÕÐ×ÁÒÄÓȱ ÉÆ 

ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÈÁÐÐÙ Ôo do.  The children are free to engage with the activities at whatever 

level they wish to.  The feedback from the children is always outstanding, and they seem to love it.  

In this time of doing school differently, the school has asked The Soul Space team to give the 

children some Virtual Soul Space activities.  During the week commencing 6th July, we will be 

virtually  sending home a different activity each day for the children to enjoy via Class Dojo.  These 

have been targeted to help the children with the issues arising from Covid-19 and each family is 

invited to do one activity every day.  There is one about gratitude, which is proven to be good for 

mental health.  There is one about noticing and thinking about the people we miss.  One thinking 

about those who are vulnerable or fragile.  /ÎÅ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÏÕÒ ÆÅÁÒÓȣȢ /ÎÅȣȢȢ ×ÅÌÌȟ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÎÏÔ 

going to tell you them all now!  We do hope the children will be excited to think that they are not 

going to miss out, although they WILL miss the dark tent with lots of lights, which is a firm Soul 

Space favourite.  If you would like to see what the children are doing, you can find a link to the 

activities on the Knebworth Parish Church 

website  http://www.knebworthparishchurch.co.uk/ .  You could have a go too! 

By Reverend Jane Hatton 



Knebworth Parish News July 2020 ɀ Page 6 

 

July 2020 UPDATE 
 

Examine, reconsider, modify, improve  
 

https://www.knebworthneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/   
 

The Knebworth  Neighbourhood  Plan (KNP) Pre-Submission  Document  
Thank you to those of you who submitted your comments regarding the KNP Pre-Submission 
Document.  To ensure that everyone who wished to had the opportunity to comment, we extended 
the original consultation period until midnight on 31st May.  Many gave their comments on several 
aspects of the Plan and, as a result, we will be reviewing:- 
¶ 324 individual comments from a total of 27 residents and organisations 

¶ 90 individual comments from statutory consultees 
Statutory consultees include local community organisations, neighbouring parish or district 
councils and bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency, English Heritage and many 
others.   
As you can imagine, this will take some time.  Every comment will be considered and evaluated.  We 
expect the comments to result in improvements to the wording of the policies and other parts of the 
plan.  The changes we make will be logged in a spreadsheet which will be included in the 
Consultation Statement. 

Knebworth Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee 

ZOOMING FOR BEGINNERS 

Until recently I only applied the word ZOOM ago travelling very fast in some conveyance, perhaps a 

high speed train or space ship. I and most of the world now know that it means getting to see some 

group of people that you once met up with, chatted to, even hugged. No more. 

First the ÔÅÃÈÎÉÃÁÌÌÙ Á×ÁÒÅ ÌÅÁÄÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÅÎÄ ÙÏÕ Á ȰÌÉÎËȱȢ )ÔȭÓ Á ÆÒÉÇÈÔÅÎÉÎÇ ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓȟ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓȟ 

symbols and obscure figures that resemble the effect of a page from a scientific thesis which has 

been chopped up and randomly stuck together in a long line. Never do what I contemplated on first 

being presented with a link. Never, I repeat never try to write it down.  Just click on it. Sorry, but 

that the easy part. There will also be a password and an ID number. I can proudly report that this 

stands for identificaÔÉÏÎ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÒ ÉÄÉÏÔ ÄÅÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÎÕÍÂÅÒȢ ) ÓÁÙ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÉÔȭÓ ÉÎÃÏÒÒÅÃÔȢ 

4ÈÅ ÈÁÒÁÓÓÅÄ ÌÅÁÄÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÍÉÔÔÅÄ Á ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÒ ÓÕÂÓÔÉÔÕÔÅÄ ÎÉÃÅÒ ÏÎÅÓȢ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÂÌÁÍÅ 

them at all. 

4ÈÅÎȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÁÎÄ ÍÏÍÅÎÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ȰÉÎȱȢ !Ô ÌÅÁÓÔ Ùou are hovering around waiting to 

ÂÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÉÎȟ ÈÏÐÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÄÅÒ ÈÁÓÎȭÔ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÕÐ ÏÎ ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÌÁÔÅȟ ÏÒ ÅØÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ 

ÕÎËÉÎÄ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÏÒ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÁÉÒ. 4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÁÎ ÅØÃÉÔÉÎÇ 

moment when you see your group appearing one at a time, waving with excitement at seeing a 

human face after all this time. You wave back, equally excited. You wait for the ones who are still 

wandering confused in the world of video, audio and gallery symbols. Gradually they emerge with 

little gasps of relief and the terrible realisation that the camera has cruelly aged them by twenty 

years. )ÔȭÓ ÆÁÓÃÉÎÁÔÉÎÇ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ËÉÔÃÈÅÎÓ ÄÒÅÓÓÅÒÓȟ 4ÕÒÎÅÒ ÒÅÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ 

wallpaper. You discover that you can only speak one at a time. This is too much for some and it 

takes a firm leader and unselfish participants to keep contributions evenly distributed. Occasionally 

ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÓÃÒÅÅÎ ÆÒÅÅÚÅÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÓÔÕÃË ÉÎ Á ÔÉÍÅ ×ÁÒÐȢ 9ÏÕ ×ÁÉÔȟ ×ÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÈÁÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÅÄ ÊÕÓÔ 

as you sneezed. 

!Ô ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÅØÉÔ ÇÒÁÃÅÆÕÌÌÙ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÇÉÃ ÐÏÒÔÁÌ ÍÁÒËÅÄ ȰÌÅÁÖÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȱ ×ÉÔÈ 

a sense of having achieved the technical equivalent of discovering DNA. 
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KNEBWORTH AND MARYMEAD MEDICAL PRACTICE 
 

PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP NEWSLETTER 
 
  
The New Knebworth  Surgery  
 
Initial  feedback from the staff at the new Knebworth Surgery on St -ÁÒÔÉÎȭÓ Road suggests that they 
have settled in well and are very pleased with  their  new working  environment. They find the light  
and airy offices and consulting rooms ɀ with  air conditioning ɀ an enormous improvement over the 
Station Road premises. Unfortunately, because of the restrictions imposed by the Covid-19 
situation, relatively few patients have, so far, been able to have experience of the new building but 
hopefully that will  change in the not too distant future. 
 
Meanwhile, what of the old Station Road surgery? Mr Bullock, the owner, seems to have wasted no 
time in getting into there to begin to convert the building into flats. The site is now surrounded by a 
high almost-impenetrable fence and ÉÔȭÓ been a hive of activity  on-site in the past couple of weeks. 
 
Social Prescribing  
 
The Practice now has a share, with  the three other Practices in our Primary Care Network, in the 
services of a Social Prescriber - sometimes called a Link Worker. His name is Kevin Pike; he worked 
previously for HertsHelp and so he is experienced in contacting people. He is presently working  
from home and we are aware that he has phoned some of our patients to see how they are getting 
on with  ȰÓÈÉÅÌÄÉÎÇȱȢ Kevin has asked, when we can again have our monthly PPG Meetings, if he can 
talk to the group about his role, and we have pencilled him in for the first Meeting. 
 
Ȱ#ÁÎÃÅÌ Out #ÁÎÃÅÒȱ (COC) 
 
Mandy and Rosie, two of our PPG Officers, have been working  closely with  the Cancel Out Cancer 
(COC) Patient Group to develop a presentation on Zoom. The COC team is hoping that this will  be 
available early in August and intend that, upon the lifting  the restrictions, both the existing face-to-
face and the Zoom presentations will  be available for patients and organisations. 
 
Mandy (01438 811512) and Rosie (01438 817906) would be very interested to hear from anyone 
who would like to receive either COC presentation in the future. 
 
Forthcoming  PPG Meetings  
 
As you will be aware, as a result of the Covid-19 lockdown restrictionsȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÓÁÆÅÔÙȟ 
we have still not been able to hold one of our monthly PPG Meetings.  
However, the Officers are looking at ways in which they can meet together with Ken, the Practice 
Manager ɀ probably by one of the newer on-line facilities ɀ in order to plan for possible future PPG 
Meetings. 
 
Unfortunately, it has also been necessary to cancel ÏÕÒ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ Ȱ(ÅÌÐ 9ÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ ÔÏ (ÅÁÌÔÈȱ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ 
which was scheduled for Wednesday, 22nd July. At their Meeting, the Officers will discuss whether 
we might be able to hold such a meeting later in the year or if we should perhaps look towards 
holding it in the early part of next year. 
 
 

Produced by The Knebworth  and Marymead  Patient  Participation  Group 
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News from your Local Councillors  
 

 

NHDC News 
The new civic year at NHDC has begun. The new Chairman of the Council is Cllr Terry Tyler (Lib 
Dem). Cllr Lisa Nash is Chair of the Licensing and Appeals committee and on the Overview and 
Scrutiny panel, and Cllr Steve Deakin-Davies is on the Finance and IT committee. Cllrs SDD and 
Nash worked together to try and get the Covid barriers removed in the High Street to help local 
businesses have improved customer flow... so they can sell things!  
 
Knebworth Covid Response Team.  
Lisa and I have been hard at work  making sure the Knebworth Covid Response Team continued to 
help local people who needed assistance. Working with the KCRT team we organised regular 
informative newsletters, food and shopping deliveries, set up a dog walking service, a "friendly ear" 
phone support service and a Zoom support phone line. We helped get the Link-Up club to set up hot 
food home delivery services until the meeting up of people is allowed again, this could be sometime 
in July but we will see what the Government says. KCRT made a donation of £167 to Garden House 
Hospice to buy unsold chocolate eggs from their fundraising campaign and donated the eggs to the 
Stevenage Food Bank as a treat for families. Stevenage Food Bank needs food donations so if you 
can buy a few extra things at the COOP or Tesco and drop them off in the food collection boxes 
there, that would be a real help to the food bank.  
 
Washable Masks. KCRT has partnered with the WI to get a team of mask makers organised, 
making masks to an approved design that takes HEPA filters. The Government has made the 
wearing of masks on Public Transport compulsory and it is advised to wear masks in all enclosed 
places. If you would like a free mask making kit to help the KCRT to supply local people with masks 
or want to buy a washable mask or filters then please email KnebworthCR@gmail.com  
  
A big thank you to all our 120 Volunteers and mask makers who made this happen and a big shout 
out to Kathy Cole of Link-Up On Wheels. If any local groups or organisations that help out 
Knebworth people need a hand then email us. 
You can also get in touch with the KCRT if you need help with shopping or medicine 
collection. KnebworthCR@gmail.com   or call 10am -4pm Monday to Friday 07892 -936841   
 
Keep safe, stay 2m apart, wash your hands often and wear a mask in enclosed  spaces and on 
Public Transport.  
 

Kind regards    Lisa and Steve 
stephen.deakin -davies@north -herts.gov.uk    0750 8 832581  Facebook Knebworth Ward SDD  
lisa.nash@north -herts.gov.uk   01438 814802 or 07944 994732  
Or be in touch directly with your Hertfordshire County Councillor Richard Thake :  
richard.thake@hertfordshire.gov.uk, phone 07973 157605 
Or your Member of Parliament Stephen McPartland :  stephen@stephenmcpartland.co.uk, Stephen 
McPartland MP, House of Commons, Westminster, London, SW1A 0AA 
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KNEBWORTH TENNIS CLUB 

During the Covid-19 restrictions use of the courts has been severely limited in 

accord with guidelines. However, now with some relaxation it is possible for play 

not to be just between household members and the courts are being increasingly 

used.  However the Clubhouse has to remain closed at the moment. 

¶ Courts ɀ resurfacing of the two upper courts with an all-weather surface commenced in June 

so that these courts should be available from early July.  The Club is grateful to The 

Knebworth Village Trust for a grant to assist with the finance for this work. 

¶ Coaching ɀ our new coach Dan Clegg, who also coaches at Odyssey, has only been able to 

offer limited coaching due to the restrictions.  However, now small group coaching can take 

place, and junior and adult coaching is starting as well as individual coaching. For enquiries 

please contact coaching@knebworthtennisclub.co.uk  

¶  Sunday tournaments  ɀ these have always in the past been very successful and we are 

working  on plans to introduce modified Sunday tournaments shortly. 

¶ Thursday Club  night  ɀ we hope to restart our Thursday Club Night sessions imminently, 

but with members booking in advance. 

¶ Club Championship  ɀ again we are working on plans for having a tournament starting in 

mid-July with Finals Day in October.  

¶ League matches ɀ these were obviously cancelled and we are waiting for information from 

the central organisers about matches in the autumn.  

For those interested in finding out a bit more about the Club they can either look at the website  

www.knebworthtennisclub.co.uk or contact us by email  enquiries@knebworthtennisclub.co.uk  

Michael Maresh 

 

KNEBWORTH WI 

https://knebworthwi.org.uk  

 

 

In the last few weeks we have been weeding and watering the village planters but unfortunately 

something keeps munching away in one of the beds.  After trying out different types of plants we 

ÁÒÅ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ like! 

As restrictions on lockdown are starting to ease some of our ladies have been able to visit our 

mÅÍÂÅÒ 6ÉÖȭÓ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÇÁÒÄÅÎȢ   )Ô ×ÁÓ ÓÏ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ our friends, albeit at a distance, and see how 

they have been coping in the last few weeks. 

Emails and zoom calls are keeping us all in touch while we are unable to have our monthly 

meetings. 

Linda Robertson, President 

01438 228747 

admin@knebworthwi.org.uk 
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FRIENDS OF DANESBURY AND QUEEN VICTORIA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
Danesbury Neurological Centre, School Lane, Welwyn, AL6 9SB 

www.danesburyqvm.co.uk     01438 840514     friends@danesburyqvm.co.uk 

Find us on Facebook at Danesbury Shop Welwyn 
 

For obvious reasons, our shop in Welwyn, which is usually our main source of income, remains 

shut. However, this has not stopped Georgia Shaw and her husband from creating a wonderful 

rainbow-based display (pictured below) to add a bit of colour to the High Street and brighten up 

the lives of passers-by. 

 

 

We are, of course, monitoring the situation very closely, especially the Government requirements 

for re-opening, as and when this is allowed.  

The QVM Hospital has been affected by the pandemic, in that some patients have been sent to the 

hospital from the Lister to recover. Both QVM and Danesbury have been in strict lockdown and this 

has, understandably, had an effect on the morale of the staff. To give them some cheer the charity 

has been making twice-weekly deliveries to the two hospitals, one of cakes and one of fresh fruit. 

The feedback has been that this has been greatly appreciated. 

We are only able to make a positive contribution to the staff and patients because of donations that 

we receive from the public and, with the shop closed, we have revamped the DONATIONS 

functionality on our website and are now using a facility that will, hopefully, make it easier for 

people to donate. Do visit this page at: https://www.danesburyqvm.co.uk/donations/ ; we will be 

very grateful for your donations. 

We are delighted to welcome Greg Ainscough as a new Trustee of the Charity. Greg is a retired 

solicitor and brings to the charity considerable legal expertise which is one thing we had identified 

was missing when we recently drew up our Skills Register.  
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KNEBWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

01438 813795 

www.knebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk  email: clerk@knebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

Traffic Measures  

On 23rd May 2020 Herts Highways introduced traffic measures to help people socially distance 

when visiting the High Street. To do this it erected barriers for the full length of the High Street, 

removing all on street parking and providing a highway width that was narrower than normal. 

There had been no consultation with the Parish Council or businesses on the measures prior to 

installation 

 

This sparked significant debate in the community, with County Councillor Thake receiving 

approximately 300 emails complaining about the restrictions. 

 

The Parish Council immediately lobbied Herts County Council, NHDC and County Councillor Thake 

to remove the barriers. Due to the controversy caused by the introduction of the measures across 

the County, Herts Highways has been busy reviewing feedback received.  

 

CC Thake attended the Parish Council meeting on 10th June to answer questions and inform the 

Council of the current position. The Parish Council followed this up with a discussion with the 

Director of Environment and Infrastructure and as a result, at the time of writing, plans are being 

drawn up to ease the restrictions currently imposed on Knebworth High Street. It is hoped that 

these should be in place before the end of June. It was also stated that once the 2m distancing has 

been relaxed the barriers will be removed. 

 

Allotments  

The private allotments between St Martins Road and Watton Road are for sale. The site has been 

allotments for over forty years, is approximately half an acre, land locked and has fifteen plots. 

 

There was no indication of how much the owner wanted, so the Parish Council offered the owner 

£10,000 based on agricultural rates, but this was refused. A recent post on Facebook, by a local 

estate agent, however has now stated that it is for sale for £40,000.  

 

There has been much debate ÏÎ &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÏ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÏÒ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ ÔÈÉÓȢ 4ÈÅ 

Council will discuss this at its next meeting on 8th July. 

 

Village Hall  

The Parish Council has just received the requirements for reopening the Village Hall and is carefully 

considering them to ensure all measures are in place to protect hirers before it can reopen.   

Additional cleaning is required and the Council is currently looking to employ one or more cleaners 

to be able to reopen. If you or you know someone who might be interested in cleaning at the village 

hall please contact the clerk. 
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Hertfordshire County Council welcomes delay to London Luton Airport 

expansion proposals  

Hertfordshire County Council has welcomed the announcement by London Luton Airport Limited 

that they will not be submitting an expansion proposal to the government in June 2020 as planned, 

ÂÕÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÂÅ ÔÁËÉÎÇ Á ÆÒÅÓÈ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÉÔÓ ÓÃÈÅÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÖÉÅ× ÔÏ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÁÉÒÐÏÒÔ ȬÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

ÍÏÓÔ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÓÏÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÃÏÎÓÃÉÏÕÓ ÁÉÒÐÏÒÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5+ȭȢ 

 

Derrick Ashley, Executive Member for Growth, Infrastructure, Planning and the Economy at 

(ÅÒÔÆÏÒÄÓÈÉÒÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÓÁÉÄȡ Ȱ) ÖÅÒÙ ÍÕÃÈ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ,ÕÔÏÎ !ÉÒÐÏÒÔȭÓ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÄÅÌÁÙ 

submitting their expansion application and to instead look again at the environmental and 

sustainability concerns around the proposals. We have serious concerns about the environmental 

impact of expanding the airport, including the impact of aircraft noise on neighbouring 

communities. I hope that the airport will also use this time to look at how an extra 14 million 

passengers a year will actually get to the airport without this causing serious problems on the 

roads. 

 

Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÄÅÌÁÙ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ ÕÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÍÅ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȟ ÉÎ 

the form of its forthcoming new national aviation strategy. That strategy will need to address the 

impact of the Covid-ρω ÐÁÎÄÅÍÉÃȟ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÎÅÔ ÚÅÒÏ ÇÒÅÅÎÈÏÕÓÅ ÇÁÓ ÅÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÔÁÒÇÅÔȟ ÔÈÅ 

ÄÅÌÁÙ ÔÏ (ÅÁÔÈÒÏ×ȭÓ ÔÈÉÒÄ ÒÕÎ×ÁÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ aviation 

industry. I strongly believe that the growth of Luton Airport beyond its currently permitted 

operations should be put on hold until this strategic direction from government is in place. 

 

Ȱ#ÒÕÃÉÁÌÌÙȟ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ËÅÙ ÓÔÁËÅÈÏÌÄÅÒÓ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ be engaged and I look forward to the 

ÁÉÒÐÏÒÔ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÃÌÁÒÉÔÙ ÏÎ ÈÏ× ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÁÐÐÅÎȢȱ 

 

London Luton Airport Limited (LLAL) carried out a consultation last Autumn on its proposals to 

expand Luton Airport to facilitate a throughput of 32m passengers a year (compared to current 

limit of 18m). 

 

In light of the concerns, raised by the county council and others, particularly in relation to 

environmental issues such as noise, air quality and climate change, LLAL has now announced that it 

will no longer be submitting its growth proposal to Government in June 2020, as originally planned. 

)ÎÓÔÅÁÄȟ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÁËÉÎÇ Á ÆÒÅÓÈ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÉÔÓ ÓÃÈÅÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÖÉÅ× ÔÏ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ !ÉÒÐÏÒÔ ȬÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

ÍÏÓÔ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÓÏÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÃÏÎÓÃÉÏÕÓ ÁÉÒÐÏÒÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5+ȭ 

 

In its response to the public consultation, Hertfordshire County Council called for clarity on how the 

scheme, and indeed the growth proposals of other airports such as Heathrow and Gatwick, can be 

consistent with the Government commitment to a target of achieving net-zero greenhouse gas 

emissions by 2050 which applies to the whole economy, including international aviation emissions. 

Clarity on this is to be provided by Government in the form of a new national aviation policy which 

it is in the process of developing. 
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KNEBWORTH HOUSE AND COUNTRY PARK 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÌÕÎÁÔÉÃ ÉÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÁÓÓȣȱ ÓÁÎÇ 2ÏÇÅÒ 7ÁÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ 0ÉÎË &ÌÏÙÄ ÉÎ +ÎÅÂ×ÏÒÔÈ 0ÁÒË τυ ÙÅÁÒs ago this 

month.  In Pink Floyd mythology this line ɀ from the ÁÌÂÕÍ Ȭ$ÁÒË 3ÉÄÅ ÏÆ 4ÈÅ -ÏÏÎȭ ɀ refers to 

being told to ȬKeep off the grassȭ by ÓÉÇÎÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ +ÉÎÇȭÓ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ #ÁÍÂÒÉÄÇÅȟ ÁÎÄ 7ÁÔÅÒÓȭ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ 

not letting people on the grass is where real insanity lies.  Well, finally, after three long months of 

climbing the walls we have been allowed out on the grass, most, I do hope, with our sanity and 

health intact.  It has been a distressing time, and the relief now for those able to spend time outside 

with loved ones is palpable. 

 

At time of writing we have been able to open our Park (but not Adventure Playground), Gardens 

and Dinosaur Trail, and have been greatly heartened by the enthusiastic response from visiting 

families.  Also encouragingly popular is the one special event we have managed to salvage for July.  

In association with Luna Cinema we are hosting drive-in cinema in Knebworth Park every evening 

from 5th July to 19th July.  There is something for everyone in the selection of movies, and although 

we ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅÄ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÃÁÒÓ ) ÓÕÓÐÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ Ȭ'ÒÅÁÓÅ 3ÉÎÇ-!ÌÏÎÇȭ will rival a Knebworth 

CÏÎÃÅÒÔ ÃÒÏ×ÄȢ  3Ï ÒÏÌÌ ÕÐȣ ÔÈÅ ,ÕÎÁ &ÌÉÃÓ ÁÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÁÓÓȦ            

Henry Lytton Cobbold (@HenryCobboldKH) 

 


